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"I Am the Way, 
the Truth, 
and the Life" 
A MISSIONARY was lost in the jungles of Africa. He had some-
how lost his way while going to a mis-
sion station. In desperation he began 
to cry for help. 
Suddenly, it seemed as if from no-
where, an African native stood by him 
and beckoned, "Follow me." The mis-
sionary, overwhelmed with surprise, 
followed silently. After a while, not 
having seen any trails or paths, he 
stopped the native and asked, "How 
is it that you know the way? Where is 
the trail? Where is the path?" 
"There is no trail. There is no 
path," the native answered. "I am the 
trail, I am the way. Just follow me." 
The native had been by that way so 
frequently that he did not need any 
trails or paths. He made his own 
paths. He was the way. 
So it is with Christianity. It is not 
merely a system of doctrines, of mor-
als, of ethics, but a religion centered 
in a Person—Jesus Christ. The Sav-
iour made this clear in John 14:5, 6: 
"Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we 
know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way? Jesus saith 
unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me." 
Thomas was somewhat slow to un-
derstand what Jesus meant when He 
said, "Whither I go ye know, and the 
way ye know." Perhaps he thought 
that Christ would point out to him a 
series of doctrines to understand or a 
set of rules and regulations for him to 
keep. But Jesus said, "iv [in the Greek 
it is very emphatic] I myself, Jesus 
Christ, am the way, the truth, and the 
life. There is no other way. No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
In saying this, Jesus declared un-
mistakably that Christianity, the reli- 
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gion of Jesus Christ, centers in a per-
son. It is not primarily a doctrinal 
system or a moral and ethical system. 
It is primarily a person-to-person af-
fair. Thus we have to do, primarily, 
not with knowing a set of doctrines 
we call the truth, nor with the keep-
ing of a set of rules called the law, nor 
with maintaining a set of principles 
called the standards of the church, 
but we have to do primarily with a 
relationship to a person, the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 
That Christianity is primarily a per-
son-to-person affair is brought out 
clearly in the experience of the rich 
young ruler in Luke 18:18-22. You re-
member how the young man came to 
the Master, seeking eternal life. Jesus 
told him to keep the commandments, 
and he replied that he had kept them 
from his youth up. Jesus then told 
him, "Yet lackest thou one thing: sell 
all that thou hast, and distribute unto 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, follow me." 
Here was a good moral man—a 
church member if you please, one 
who had gone through church school, 
academy, and college, attended Sab-
bath school from the cradle roll to the 
adult division—who could say when 
Jesus told him to keep the command-
ments, "All these have I kept from my  
youth up." Yet he realized he had a 
great lack. He knew he was not saved. 
He came to Jesus to inquire about 
salvation. 
Jesus answered him, "Your lack 
springs from the fact that your pri-
mary relationship is to law and 
standards. What you need is a per-
sonal fellowship. A personal fellow-
ship that supersedes and has priority 
over every other relationship. Come, 
follow Me." 
To this rich young ruler, religion 
was equated with the keeping of the 
law. Christ showed him clearly that 
religion is primarily a relationship 
with a Person. 
There is a real danger, however, 
that our religion may become non-
Christ centered. We emphasize so 
much the keeping of the law and the 
maintaining of our church standards 
that we may forget what really mat-
ters—a person-to-person relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Leslie Weatherhead came to the 
heart of the matter when he wrote: 
"Religion and doing good things are 
so tied up together that we think of 
them together. And of course a reli-
gion that doesn't issue in doing good 
things is self-condemned. But religion 
begins in a relationship. It doesn't be-
gin in doing good things. Such a do-
ing does not create the right relation-
ship. But the right relationship cre-
ates the doing of good things, and 
purifies the motives for doing them." 
—In Quest of the Kingdom, p. 76. 
It is so much easier to concentrate 
on the externals—the keeping of the 
law, the carrying out of the com-
mands, and the refraining from the 
prohibitions of the church—than it 
is to make a total response of our per-
sons to the Person Jesus Christ. This 
was the problem of the rich young 
ruler. He was willing to keep the 
commandments of the Lord, but He 
rejected a person-to-person relation-
ship with the Lord. 
The Pharisees were always punc-
tilious and scrupulous in their keep-
ing of the law. They even added to 
the laws that God had given, and yet 
they were far from the kingdom of 
God. Men would rather do external 
deeds than surrender their persons to 
God. 
The wife mentioned to her hus-
band as he came home from work that 
she had had an embarrassing experi-
ence during the day. "The minister 
called," she said. 
"Why didn't you tell him that we 
go to church regularly every week?" 
her husband inquired. 
"He didn't ask me that," she said. 
"Then why didn't you tell him we 
give our contributions to the church 
and support it financially?" 
Again she said, "He didn't ask me 
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that question." Then she added, "He 
simply asked the question 'Does Jesus 
live here?' " 
It is possible to answer positively 
that we are members of the church 
and the Sabbath school, that we give 
faithfully our tithes and offerings, but 
when such a personal question is 
asked of our personal relationship to 
the Lord we are a bit hesitant. You 
see, it is possible to do all these good 
things and yet not have a personal re-
lationship with God. 
Another danger of losing the per-
sonal relationship in our religion 
comes from the fact that many of us 
today are second- third- and even 
fourth-generation Adventists. There 
is a real peril that our religion may 
become secondhand, that it may lose 
its freshness—we believe but we do 
not know why; we keep the com-
mandments but only in a routine way; 
we maintain the standards out of 
habit rather than from desire. Our re-
ligion may become commandment- or 
standards-centered because we have 
lost the intimate personal relation- 
Elder and Mrs. C. M. Sorenson 
Elder and Mrs. C. M. Sorenson, now 
living with their daughter, Agnes Soren-
son, at College Place, Washington, are 
both in their eighty-fifth year. When 
Christian Sorenson came to America from 
Denmark in 1892, an Adventist cousin 
interested him in buying and reading 
Thoughts on Daniel and Revelation, and 
later The Great Controversy. Deep con-
viction led to his joining our people the 
next year. About the same time a young 
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ship with the Lord Jesus Christ that 
our parents felt and knew. 
The commandments of God are 
rooted in a personal relationship—
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
. . . and thy neighbour as thyself"—
but many have lost that awareness. 
They have lost the personal factor 
but go on keeping the law as abstract 
rules, devoid of any personal relation-
ship. 
We need therefore to keep in our 
minds constantly that Christianity is 
centered in a Person, Jesus Christ. 
This conception of religion will af-
fect our whole religious life. 
It will affect our attitude in regard 
to commandment keeping. The com-
mandments will become not abstract, 
impersonal, detached, external rules, 
but a revelation of the will of One we 
love. The commandments are an ex-
pression of the character of God. But 
the law written on tables of stone was 
insufficient to reveal fully what God is 
like. So Christ came ("the Word was 
made flesh") and gave us a full and 
complete revelation of the Father. If 
woman, Hattie White, embraced the faith 
in Oklahoma. 
Miss White and Brother Sorenson first 
met on the opening day of the new acad-
emy in Keene, Texas, in 1894. She served 
as a student-teacher. He worked helping 
to clear the timber and served as a clerk 
in the post office. They were in the first 
graduating class. On July 4, 1898, they 
were married. Employment followed in 
the Texas Conference. Called later to the 
Oklahoma Conference, the wife served 
as the conference Sabbath school secre-
tary and the husband as an evangelist. 
After some university work, Elder Sor-
enson became Bible and history teacher 
and dean of boys at Keene Academy, 
and his wife taught in the teacher train-
ing department. In 1911 they were called 
to Takoma Park, Maryland, to connect 
with Washington Missionary College. Ad-
vanced work was taken at Columbia and 
George Washington universities. Sister 
Sorenson was principal of the church 
school in Takoma Park for six years. 
Then she served as dean of women and 
food director at the college. In 1920 Elder 
and Sister Sorenson were called to Em-
manuel Missionary College, he to serve 
as history teacher and his wife as food 
director. In 1932 they joined the faculty 
at La Sierra College. Then followed ten 
years of pastoral work by this able couple 
among the churches of the Monterey 
Bay area in California. After 51 years of 
active service Elder Sorenson serves today 
as a church elder and helpful adviser 
among the members in College Place. 
The sunset years find Elder and Sister 
Sorenson ready for the realization of "the 
blessed hope." ERNEST LLOYD  
the law is an expression of the char-
acter of God, and Christ revealed 
what the Father is like, then Christ 
becomes to us the living law. "He 
that bath seen me," Christ said, "hath 
seen the Father" (John 14:9). 
When seen in this light, command-
ment keeping becomes a means of be-
coming like Christ. Can we be 
charged with legalism for that? No, 
for we are endeavoring to live up to a 
character, not a code. Our relation 
then becomes vitally personal. 
This approach will change our at-
titude in regard to sin. Sin will not be 
thought of as simply breaking ab-
stract rules, but as breaking a Person's 
heart. Read the parable of the Prodi-
gal Son and imagine yourself to be the 
father. Feel what it means for a rebel-
lious son to leave your household of 
love. Read the story of Hosea and 
imagine yourself to be the prophet 
pursuing with undying, persistent 
love a thoughtless, indifferent wife 
running after her lovers, and you will 
understand a little of what it means 
to God when we break His law. Sin 
breaks His heart. 
Someone has said that it is easier 
for parents to see their own little child 
die on a bed of sickness than to see 
that same child grow up and become 
indifferent and careless about his re-
lationship to his parents, and finally 
reject their love and their claim upon 
him. Such are we when we sin against 
the loving heart of a Father who loves 
us infinitely more than can our 
earthly fathers. 
When our religion becomes Person-
centered, our attitude in regard to 
salvation also will change. Salvation 
will not be viewed merely as the 
holding or believing of a set of cold, 
dry doctrines called the truth. It will 
not simply be knowing the arguments 
for the Sabbath or making a fluent 
explanation of the millennium or the 
2300 days, or defending the state of 
the dead. Instead it will be a dynamic, 
living connection with Him whom to 
know is life eternal. Jesus is life. He is 
salvation. It is possible to know all 
about the Bible, all the doctrines of 
the Bible, and yet not know Him who 
said, "I am the life." 
The following story may be apoc-
ryphal but it illustrates the point. A 
literary critic was on his way to visit 
John Bunyan. En route he met a little 
girl. He asked her, "Do you know 
where John Bunyan lives?" 
"Yes," she said, and began to lead 
him to his home. On the way, the 
critic, all wrapped up in his subject, 
began to speak of the style of Bunyan, 
of the allegory, personification, meta-
phors, and so forth. 
Without thinking, in his enthusi-
asm, he turned to the little girl and 
said, "You know what I mean, don't 
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you?" The poor girl answered, "No." 
Quickly he replied, "Then you 
don't know John Bunyan." 
Somewhat taken aback at first, she 
answered firmly, "But I do know him. 
He's my father." It is possible to know 
the "truth" and yet not be acquainted 
with Him who is Truth. 
In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul admon-
ishes the Corinthians, "Examine your-
selves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves." And then he 
gives this as the test whether they 
were in the faith, "Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates?" The 
test of their faith was whether Christ 
IN THIS article we shall briefly re-view the striking apocalyptic vi-
sion found in Revelation, chapter 12. 
We shall begin with verse 17: "And 
the dragon was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make war with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep 
the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ." 
The world-embracing vision of this 
chapter pictures the controversy be-
tween Christ and Satan from its be-
ginning in heaven to the close of pro-
bation. The verse just quoted men-
tions the dragon, the woman, and 
the remnant, or last of her seed, or 
children. We will discuss the symbols 
of the vision in the order named 
The dragon is mentioned in this 
chapter no less than ten times, and is 
described as having seven heads and 
ten horns with seven crowns upon his 
heads. He is responsible for the fall 
of one third of the stars, or angels, of 
heaven. The revolt of Lucifer caused 
a war in heaven in which "Michael 
and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and 
his angels, and prevailed not; neither 
was their place found any more in 
heaven. And the great dragon was 
cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the  
was in them, not whether they under-
stood all the doctrines of the Bible or 
even whether they were keeping all 
the standards and regulations of the 
church. 
We should not make the mistake of 
believing that commandment keep-
ing, knowledge of the doctrines, or 
maintenance of church standards are 
not important; but all these things 
may be merely abstract and burden-
some if we do not have a personal re-
lationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
So let us in all of our Christian ex-
perience seek first to know Him who 
said, "I am the way, the truth, and 
the life." 
earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him." 
Then follows a word picture of a 
great celebration in heaven as the re-
sult of Christ's victory, especially His 
triumphant death on the cross, which, 
according to John 12:31, 32, com-
pleted the casting out of Satan as the 
prince of this world, and will result in 
the final doom of his revolt and king-
dom. 
This defeat and the ascension of our 
Lord caused Satan to center his at-
tacks on the church, and he therefore 
came down "having great wrath, be-
cause he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time." He then drove the 
woman into the wilderness for a pe-
riod of 1260 years. His last attack is 
on the "remnant" of God's people, 
who are clearly identified. In a later 
prophecy the final and eternal de-
struction of the dragon in the lake of 
fire is described. 
The dragon power embraces the 
whole history of the reign of sin. The 
dragon primarily represents Satan, 
the god, prince, and deceiver of the 
whole world. But in a secondary sense 
it symbolizes his earthly kingdom. As 
"the prince of this world," Satan has 
deceived and ruled and dominated 
most earthly governments through 
all human history. 
The woman is mentioned nine 
times in this chapter. She is described 
as "a great wonder in heaven," be-
cause she has a heavenly origin. She 
is "clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars." She is 
described as an expectant mother in 
the anguish of childbirth, awaiting 
the birth of a son. 
The dragon was also waiting for 
that event, with the expectation of de-
stroying the Seed of the woman as 
soon as He appeared in the world 
through the incarnation. But the 
Man-child escaped the devices of the 
dragon and was later "caught up unto 
God, and to his throne." At His as-
cension Christ was forever delivered 
from the personal assaults of Satan, 
who therefore centered his warfare 
against the woman. 
The woman of this symbolic proph-
ecy represents the church of Christ. 
In Jeremiah 6:2 we are told that the 
Lord "likened the daughter of Zion 
to a comely and delicate woman." 
What a beautiful symbol! The apos-
tle Paul told the Corinthians that he 
had "espoused," or "betrothed," the 
church "to one husband," to be pre-
sented "as a chaste virgin to Christ" 
(2 Cor. 11:2). 
Paul tells us that the church is 
"built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone" 
(Eph. 2:20). The foundation that up-
holds the church is therefore the writ-
ings of the apostles and prophets, or 
the New and Old Testament Scrip-
tures. In John's vision the woman was 
seen standing upon the MOOT1, Which 
may appropriately be thought Of as 
representing God's written Word, the 
Holy Scriptures. Just as the moon 
shines only because of borrowed and 
reflected light from the sun, so the 
Scriptures shine only because of the 
reflected light from Christ, of whom 
the Scriptures speak as the Sun of 
Righteousness and the Light of the 
world. 
The crown of 12 stars fitly repre-
sents the leadership of the church in 
the twelve patriarchs of ancient Is-
rael, and the 12 apostles of modern 
spiritual Israel. Stars have ever been 
used as symbols of leaders in differ-
ent realms of life. 
That the symbolic woman repre-
sents the church of Christ throughout 
all the ages is evident. In fact, Christ 
has had but one church, not a num-
ber of them. He has not had a plural-
ity of wives. This is made clear in the 
following statements: "The church of 
God below is one with the church of 
God above. Believers on earth and 
the beings in heaven who have never 
fallen constitute one church."—Tes-
timonies, vol. 6, p. 366. "All of God's 
The Prophetic Gift in the Church—Part 2 
Divine Guidance for the 
Remnant People 
By Taylor G. Bunch 
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people upon the earth are one body, 
from the beginning to the end of 
time. They have one Head that di-
rects and governs the body."—Ibid., 
vol. 1, p. 283. 
Promise of Deliverance 
How long did the woman, or 
church of Christ, wait for the birth of 
the promised Seed? Approximately 
4,000 years, from the time of the first 
gospel promise recorded in Genesis 3: 
15. In the hearing of Adam and Eve 
the Lord said to Satan: "And I will 
put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel." While the 
Seed of the woman would be 
wounded, the head of the enemy 
would eventually be crushed. This is 
sometimes called the Mother Gospel 
Promise. For the first time both Sa-
tan and fallen man knew that the 
plan of salvation involved the incar-
nation of the Son of God into human 
flesh through birth. And from that 
time on they began to look forward 
eagerly to that event, watchfully wait-
ing until it took place. 
Every godly woman hoped her son 
would be the promised Deliverer. 
When Cain, her first son, was born, 
Eve cried out with joy: "I have got-
ten a man from the Lord." She doubt-
less hoped he was the promised Seed. 
Both the church and Satan dili-
gently studied the writings of the 
prophets through the centuries for 
information as to the time when the 
Deliverer would come. The predic-
tion of the deliverance of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage at the end of 400 
years may have inspired hope that the 
one who would accomplish this feat 
would be the promised Seed. Hence 
Satan inspired the dragon power of 
Egypt for a time to destroy at birth 
every male child among the Hebrews. 
When Moses was born his mother 
"saw that he was a goodly child," and 
doubtless hoping he was the prom-
ised Seed, hid him in their home for 
three months and then in an ark of 
bulrushes among the flags of the Nile 
River. His adoption by Pharaoh's 
daughter together with the privilege 
of his own mother to train him in his 
childhood doubtless increased the 
hope that he was the Deliverer. 
The first definite information con-
cerning the time the Seed would ap-
pear came through the prophecy re-
corded in Daniel 9:24-27. When the 
time approached, many, like Simeon, 
were "waiting for the consolation of 
Israel," and all "people were in ex-
pectation" of the advent of the Mes-
siah. 
Satan also knew the time, and had 
definite evidence that Jesus was the 
one, therefore he attempted to kill 
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Him through the decree of Herod. 
His plan failed, and while he proba-
bly entertained doubts through the 
boyhood and youth of Jesus, he was 
given conclusive evidence at Christ's 
baptism. He finally succeeded in hav-
ing Him condemned and crucified, 
but his apparent victory turned out 
to be a crushing defeat, predictive of 
his final doom. 
Another evidence that the symbolic 
woman represents the one church of 
Christ through all history is the term 
"remnant of her seed." Satan makes 
war on the remnant people of God 
for two reasons: First, because he 
knows that he has "but a short time" 
left to work before his career ends 
forever. His is a war of desperation. 
The second reason is because God's 
remnant people, like the saints in all 
ages, "keep the commandments of 
God, and have the testimony of Je-
sus Christ," which is the prophetic 
gift (see Rev. 19:10). 
But why does this make the dragon 
angry? Because in all ages these two 
characteristics have identified the 
true church. Only the church that has 
been obedient to all of God's com-
mandments has been blessed with the 
prophetic gift. In fact, no person has 
ever been given the prophetic gift, on 
a permanent basis, who did not ob-
serve all the commandments, includ-
ing the seventh-day Sabbath. 
It is through the prophetic gift that 
the Lord has revealed to the church 
all the deceptions, strategems, and 
secret devices of the enemy. Is it any 
wonder that this stirs up Satan's 
wrath? 
In 2 Kings 6 there is a striking il-
lustration. The king of Syria made 
war on Israel, but every secret plan 
"Look, Daddy, that church is moving!" 
I looked in the direction my three-year-
old son was pointing, and sure enough, 
the church was moving! City growth and 
recent rezoning ordinances had declared 
the section of town in which the old 
landmark stood to be solely for business 
use now, but rather than destroy their 
sanctuary the church members decided 
to uproot it and move it to a new loca-
tion. 
The slow but steady progression of the 
church as it moved down the street be-
fore us gave some time for reflection.  
failed because the prophet Elisha re-
vealed the king's secrets to the king of 
Israel, "not once nor twice." The Syr-
ian ruler called a council of his lead-
ers and told them that one of them 
was a traitor who was giving con-
fidential information to their enemy,. 
One of them spoke up and said that 
none of them were guilty of treason, 
but that the prophet in Israel was re-
vealing to his king "the words that 
thou speakest in thy bedchamber." 
This is one reason Satan hates the 
prophetic gift and makes war on those 
who possess it. 
Instructions Written Out 
Just as Moses died on the borders 
of the Promised Land after writing 
out in detail all the instruction 
needed to complete the journey, so 
the prophet of the Advent Movement 
completed her work before the end 
of the journey by writing out in de-
tail all the warnings and instructions 
needed to take God's remnant people 
into the heavenly Canaan. 
During 70 years of service Ellen G. 
White received approximately 2,000 
direct communications from the Lord 
in visions. She wrote no less than 23,-
900 pages of material that appeared 
in books, besides 4,500 articles pub-
lished in various periodicals. This rep-
resents a total of no less than 25 mil-
lion words. Today there are 53 books 
from her pen to guide and instruct 
the church. 
A well-known writer declared that 
"this remarkable woman, though al-
most entirely self-educated, has writ-
ten and published more books and in 
more languages, which circulate to a 
greater extent, than the written works 
of any other woman in history." A 
Here was a truly wonderful sight: a 
church on the move toward a new home. 
"How like the church of which we are 
a part," I thought. If only the movement 
were as rapid and interest-arousing as 
this. If only it were so significant that 
all passers-by would pause to behold—
and ponder—and inquire. 
Is it possible that the world's hurrying 
traffic might be attracted, interested, com-
pelled, if they saw in your church and 
mine a crew of workmen as fervently 
dedicated to the objective of moving a 
great church to a new home? 
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By Don Jacobsen 
similar statement was made by an in-
structor in literature in one of our 
leading universities, who declared 
that Mrs. White's writings constitute 
the finest literature in simplicity and 
beauty of language construction of 
any writer in history, and that she 
doubtless had written more than any 
other woman. 
Of the inspired counsel given 
through her, Mrs. White wrote: 
"Abundant light has been given to 
our people in these last days. Whether 
or not my life is spared, my writings 
will constantly speak, and their work 
will go forward as long as time shall 
last. . . . Whether I am permitted to 
labor on or am laid away to rest until 
Jesus comes, these messages are im-
mortalized."—Selected Messages, vol. 
1, pp. 55-57. 
These writings do not constitute an 
addition to the Bible; rather they are 
a commentary, written not by the-
ologians, but under inspiration. Dur-
ing the last half century the reading 
of these writings as helps to Bible 
study has given me personally an ever-
increasing confidence in their divine 
origin and truthfulness. Through the 
study of these writings, even as in Bi- 
THE present lamentable state of educational theory clearly indi-
cates that there is need of a central 
unifying, synthesizing force in the cur-
riculum of schools. This force is be-
lief in God and the study of His Word. 
The worship of God and man's re-
lationship to Him should be the dom-
inant theme in all education. Other 
philosophies fail and come short with-
out this central all-embracing fact 
that lies at the center of all instruc-
tion that truly equips man for life. 
Thus the education we seek for Ad-
ventist youth is neither predomi-
nantly subject-centered nor pupil-cen-
tered, but God-centered. 
Educators profess to search for 
truth, or to teach truth, but by omit-
ting religious instruction they are  
ble study, hundreds of puzzling ques-
tions have been solved and the mean-
ing of many apparent contradictions 
has been made clear. Now if I do not 
understand any particular statement, 
my confidence does not waver, for I 
feel sure that through further study 
and the passing of time all difficulties 
will be made plain. 
The chief proof of the value of any 
writings is to be found in their spirit 
and contents. It was largely on this 
basis that the controversy over which 
books were to compose the Biblical 
Canon was settled. With no knowl-
edge of her endowment of the pro-
phetic gift, countless readers have con-
cluded, simply on the basis of content 
and spirit, that the writings of El-
len G. White seem inspired. Those 
with spiritual discernment are able to 
recognize the voice of God. Jesus said 
that His own sheep know His voice. 
So if any are in doubt, they are coun-
seled to read, and their doubts will be 
dissolved. They will be convinced 
that the prophetic gift operates in 
the church of these last days as in 
former times, and that the Lord is 
fulfilling His promise to be with His 
people "even unto the end." 
leaving out the major link in the 
chain of truth. They thus overlook 
both the unity of truth and the neces-
sity of educating the whole man. It is 
impossible to remove God and man's 
duty to serve Him from an educa-
tional program and still have it co-
here. 
This problem, however, is not as 
simple as it seems, for the public 
school system is tremendously handi-
capped in the matter of making reli-
gion a part of the curriculum. In ev-
ery public school system there are 
children whose parents are Roman 
Catholics, Jews, Protestants, or athe-
ists. Therefore it has seemed impos-
sible to make religion a part of the 
curriculum. Moreover, the principle 
of separation of church and state pro- 
hibits the teaching of religion in pub-
lic schools. 
We cannot solve this problem for 
the public schools, but as members of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church we 
can solve the problem for ourselves. 
God has instructed us that we are to 
educate our children in our own 
schools, where the knowledge of God 
and the worship of Him can be the 
central theme of the whole curricu-
lum or course of study. We have been 
instructed that we are to operate our 
schools to build citizens for the king-
dom of God. 
Bible to Hold Central Place 
The kind of curriculum we are to 
maintain in Adventist schools is one 
that will build in the minds of stu-
dents a solid, satisfying philosophy of 
life, and will help the students learn 
the skills necessary to carry out this 
philosophy. The first objective is to 
help our students learn to know 
Christ as a personal Saviour—that 
Christ "in whom are hid all the treas-
ures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. 
2:3). Inasmuch as Christ is revealed 
most clearly in the written Word of 
God, the study of the Bible holds the 
central place in the Adventist school 
curriculum. 
It is the business of those of us who 
are teachers and educational leaders 
to see to it that in our Adventist 
schools the teachings of the Word of 
God permeate all phases of instruc-
tion, for the servant of God has 
told us: 
"We shall make grave mistakes un-
less we give special attention to the 
searching of the word. The Bible 
should not be brought into our 
schools to be, sandwiched between in-
fidelity. God's word must be made the 
groundwork and subject matter of 
education."—Counsels to Parents and 
Teachers, p. 16. 
We do not want an educational sys-
tem in which the Bible holds a minor 
role. It is our aim and intention that 
God's Holy Word be the main entree 
of the menu in the Adventist curricu-
lum. 
We confess our inability, of our-
selves, to find our way through the 
multitudinous educational ideologies 
of these last days. When darkness cov-
ers the earth and thick darkness the 
people, our only hope is to look to 
God for light. We trust in the promise 
of the ancient prophet that God "will 
destroy on this mountain the cover-
ing that is cast over all peoples, the 
veil that is spread over all nations" 
(Isa. 25:7, R.S.V.). 
For thousands of years the devil has 
been weaving over the minds of the 
people of the earth a veil of misun-
derstanding of God, of His nature, 
and of His plans for men. In this 
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